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However, she seemed to contradict all he told her, and
professed with a mighty formal air that she had none of the
perfections he mentioned, and was therefore highly obliged
to him for his good opinion of a woman who deserved
it so little. They went on in this manner, Bew still pro-
testing that she was the most agreeable lady he ever saw,
and she declaring that he was the most complaisant gentle-
man she ever met with. This was the discourse till they
came to a convenient place, when Bew took an opportunity
to knock the footman off his horse; and then addressing
himself to the lady, " Madam," says he, "I have been a
great while disputing with you about the beauty of your
person; but you insist so strongly on my being mistaken,
that I cannot in good manners contradict you any longer.
However, I am not satisfied yet that you have nothing
handsome about you, and therefore I must beg leave to
examine your pocket, and see what charms are contained
there." Having delivered his speech he made no more
ceremony, but thrust his hand into her pocket and pulled
out a purse with fifty guineas in it. " These are the charms
I mean," says he ; and away he rode, leaving her to meditate
a little upon the nature of flattery, which commonly picks
the pocket of the person it is most busy about.

PATRICK O'BRYAN
Hanged once for Highway Robbery^ but lived to rob and
murder the Man for whom he had been executed.
Finally hanged 30^ of April^ 1689
HPHE parents of Patrick O'Bryan were very poor;
A they lived at Loughrea, a market-town in the county
of Galway and province of Connaught in Ireland. Patrick
came over into England in the reign of King Charles II,,
and listed himself into his Majesty's Coldstream Regiment of
Guards, so called from their being first raised at a place in
Scotland which bears that name. But the small allowance of
a private sentinel was far too little for him. The first thing
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